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Supporting and Encouraging Regional School Districts 

While highly regarded throughout the country, Massachusetts elementary and secondary public 

school districts share significant funding challenges. Moreover, many of the state's academic 

region­al school districts (RS0s) face particular challenges due to factors such as changing 

demographics, changes in the level and sources of funding they receive, and issues of governance 

and operating structures. 

The Office of State Auditor Suzanne M. Bump has conducted a study of the local cost impacts of 

state statutes, regulations and policies impacting RSDs, and provided recommended changes to 

support these educational institutions. 

"F nqs n Re o ndat o 

Structural Issues in the funding of regional schools discourage further regionalization. 

⇒ The Commonwealth should provide financial incentives in amounts that allay and overcome mu­

nicipal reluctance to regionalization.

⇒ The Legislature should fully fund its commitment to reimburse 100 percent of regional transporta­

tion expenses, or set a consistent level of reimbursement to support long-term planning.

⇒ DESE should develop a mechanism to provide earlier and more frequent reimbursement of

transportation expenditures.

⇒ The Commonwealth should offer an efficiency-sharing stipend to encourage transportation cost­

cutting.

⇒ The Legislature should allow certain uses of regional transportation authorities to provide school

district transportation services.

⇒ The Commonwealth should consider providing planning grants to examine the combination of

existing RSDs into larger groupings.

⇒ The Massachusetts School Building Authority should provide guidance on criteria used to deter­

mine if it seeks to recapture grand money provided to school districts that close school facilities

that have previously received MSBA funding.
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